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AUGUST 22, 2010 – THE TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Is 66:18-21;Ps. 117:1, 2; Heb 12:5-7, 11-13; L k 13:22-30
Congratulations John and Cathy Pass!  John and Cathy just celebrated 47 years of marriage on the 17th of August, with the help of God.  As we all know they are fine people, deeply involved in the interest of St. Nicholas and other good causes.  We wish them all the best.  May God bless them for many more years to come.  *If you have some free time, ask John and he will take you on a motorcycle ride.
 

Colin and Kyloe Fisher also just celebrated 20 years of marriage.  They are blessed with two wonderful children, Sam and Tyler.  May they continue to grow in love and harmony, remembering the words of Mother Teresa of Calcutta, "The family that prays together, stays together." Let us congratulate and pray for this couple who live the words, "A successful marriage is an edifice that must be rebuilt every day."

New Shingles on the Parish Center!  We have re-shingled the roof on our Parish Center.  Thanks to Justin of Wokson Construction LLC and you parishioners whose generosity keeps the parish alive.  As Psalm 51:12 reads," A clean heart create for me, God; renew in me a steadfast spirit," keeping not only our souls up to date, but also our buildings up-to-date.  Let us continue to grow by keeping our souls and our Church buildings up-to-date.
Parish Festival! With the help of God, we are making progress as you good people are beginning to sign up for the festival.  Those of you who have not signed up yet, please take a minute to do your homework.

Fall Festival Feature, Issue 09! The Ticket Garden - OK, so we know you have heard about Festival Tickets and are probably wondering ‘what are Festival Tickets?’  Good question!  This year, patrons to the Festival will purchase Festival Tickets from the Ticket Booth.  Patrons will then use Festival Tickets to buy items in the Beer Tent, the Country Store, the Chicken Dinner, the Food Garden, the Faith Formation Snack Booth and the Games Booth.  Patrons will still use cold, hard cash for raffle tickets, bingo, pull tabs and the Spinarooni game at the Beer Tent, but for everything else patrons will use Festival Tickets when purchasing items throughout the Festival.  Festival Tickets will be $1 per ticket except the Games Booth tickets which will be $.50 per ticket.

The Ticket Garden will also need volunteers so please sign up for a shift.  Thank you and God Bless, Kathy and Patrick Dempsey.
Faith Formation Registration!  Our Faith Formation classes for the 2010-2011 school year begin on Wednesday, September 15.  Classes run from 6-7:30 pm.  Parents, grandparents, or godparents please ensure you register your kids for Faith Formation at our great St. Nicholas Church.  If you know of others in the area that are looking for a program, please encourage them to consider joining us.  We are happy to welcome new families all the time.

The Lady with the Crown of a Million Stars!  Bishop Alex Dias of India wrote a beautiful article on Mary titled, The Lady with the Crown of a Million Stars.  I was inspired reading this article and I am sure you will be too.  Since this is a long article, we will split it in half, and conclude with part two next week.
     “Kaala Pahadd” (Black Hill) is one of the parishes of the diocese of Port Blair, Andaman and Nicobar Islands.  It is a very special parish because it is a very difficult one.  It is right in the middle of the dense forests on the island of Diglipur, North Andamans.  The forests are so dense that we have cases of people getting lost in them for many days!!

       There is no electricity and no water supply in “Kaala Pahadd” because the parishioners are all people who have been served eviction orders on grounds that they have encroached on forestland.  The Parish also has been served eviction orders.  But we have held our ground so that we can truly share in the plight of our people, and stand by them.

      The dense jungles of “Kaala Pahadd”, doubtlessly, are frightening, especially when one encounters wild elephants, cobras and other snakes and centipedes there.  But they also have their own beauty and charm.  The green trees towering above our little thatch-roof church and rectory make the place nice and cool.  We do not need any alarm clocks there because the roosters do the job!!!

      A couple of days ago, I was there on a program of ‘pastoral visits’.  I was enjoying my stay there in the company of Fr. Anuj, S.F.X., the Parish priest, Fr. Francis Colaco, S.F.X. the Assistant Parish priest, and Fr. Johnson, our Diocesan priest, who is the Director of our Social Works Department, who was accompanying me on my program of Pastoral visits.

      It was a pitch dark night, and we had experienced torrential rains.  Seated in the verandah of our thatched-roof rectory, I was enjoying the peace and quiet of the night.  The Solemnity of the Assumption of Our Lady was fast approaching, and my sub-conscious was already preparing a homily for the occasion.  All of a sudden, out of nowhere came a cloud of fire-flies, thousands of them.  Where they came from I do not know, but they certainly fired my imagination!

      On the Solemnity of the Assumption of Our Lady, we contemplate her with a crown of twelve stars.  The book of Revelation speaks of “a woman, whose dress was the sun, and who had the moon under her feet, and a crown of twelve stars on her head” (Rev 12:1).  Mary certainly deserves more than twelve stars.  And here they were, a myriad stars crowning Mary in my imagination!  The Mother of God and the Mother of Jesus would certainly look beautiful with a crown of a million stars!  And, thanks to the cloud of fireflies, I could almost imagine her with that crown, being welcomed into Paradise by the Blessed Trinity, St. Joseph, the Angels, the Archangels and the Saints, and being crowned with a crown of a million stars!!

      Our Heavenly Mother certainly deserves this crown of a million stars and much more.  She is the Queen of Heaven and Earth.  And we are fortunate to have her as our Mother.  Her glory is a foretaste of the glory which is to be ours, too.  It is also a great privilege for our country, India, to have her as our Patroness. 

       It is just amazing to realize how she stands by us at every moment of our lives!  What would life be without our beloved Mother!!  I often think of that fateful day, Dec 26, 2004, when the Andaman and Nicobar Islands were devastated by the powerful earthquake that shook us up, and by the mighty tsunami waves of the oceans, which followed it.   I cannot help thinking that it was our Mother Mary who held us all under her mantle of blue, protecting us from the danger and harm that could have been done to us by the columns of water which caused thousands of deaths and a lot of damage that morning.

       It is reported that a man of great learning, who did not accept Mary as the Mother of God and as our Mother, was arguing with Pope John Paul II, and ridiculing him and the Catholic Church for venerating and honoring Mary with the title of Mother of God and our Mother`.  The Pope’s response to his arguments was a total reflective silence.  After the man had finished talking, Pope John Paul II said to the man:  “I pity you because you do not have a Mother!”  A fitting response it was!

       Mary “with haste”  Mother Mary has been living out her call and vocation as the Mother of Jesus and our Mother right since the time she was chosen by God to be the Mother of His Son.  We recall to mind how she “arose and went with haste” (Luke 1:39).  She knew that her kinswoman Elizabeth, who was in the sixth month of her pregnancy, would need her help.  And so she went “with haste” to help her.

       Let us think of Mary at the marriage feast at Cana.  Even without anybody informing her, her maternal eyes perceived the trouble that the bridal couple could be running into.  While everybody was busy enjoying, it was Mary who realized that the bride and groom and the families would be in for a shame because they were running out of wine.  And so she, who always acts “with haste”, saved their reputation through her prayer to her Son Jesus.  “They have no wine”, she told her Son Jesus.  And to the servants she said, “Do whatever He tells you.”  And it was done!  Their water was turned into wine all because of Mary’s intervention!  (John 2:1ff)

      Look at her standing at the foot of the cross of her Son Jesus, as John tells us in his Gospel (John 19:25).  She stood there suffering with her Son, but determined to stand by Him even after the disciples abandoned him.  And, in fact, Mark 14:50 and Matthew 26:56 tell us that the disciples really deserted Jesus and fled.  But Mary stood there firm and determined.  That is how she stands by us in all our troubles.

      Again, contemplate Mary with the first Church.  “The Acts of the Apostles” tells us that, when they would gather together and pray, Mary, the Mother of Jesus was with them (Acts 1:14).  Her love for the Church and for each one of us is constant and steadfast.  She comes to our aid “with haste”, and she stands by our crosses with courage and with determination.  As the II Vatican Council teaches us, Mary occupies “a place in the Church which is the highest after Christ and yet very close to us” (Lumen Gentium No. 54).

       Yes, indeed, Mother Mary is very close to us.  She comes to our aid at every moment of our lives, even without our asking for her help, as it is clear from the above-mentioned texts of the New Testament.  She was involved in the mysteries of Christ.  She is, and will always be involved in our lives.  And, if we truly honor her with our hearts, and do what she tells us to do, she will also give us a good death.  That is why we pray to her and say: “Holy Mary, Mother of God, Pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death.” [Dias, Bishop Alex.  “The Lady with the Crown of a Million Stars!!!” The New Leader August 1-15, 2010: 23-24. Print.]
Sunday Reflection!  The Gospel for today is from Luke 13 in which someone asked Jesus, "Lord, will only a few people be saved?”  Jesus answered, "Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I tell you, will attempt to enter but will not be strong enough."  Further, St. Paul in his letter to the Philippians 2:12 writes, "...my beloved, obedient as you have always been, not only when I am present but all the more now when I am absent, work out your salvation with fear and trembling." Are we willing to endure, willing to persevere entering into heaven or are we trying to enter through the narrow gate?
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In Christ Jesus,
Fr. Thomas Joseph
Matt Maher In Concert at St. John the Baptist!   In Excelsior (680 Mill Street, Excelsior, MN) on Thursday, August 26th, at 7PM!  This is a reserved seating concert and seats are limited, so get your tickets NOW before they sell out—go to our website, www.stjohns-excelsior.org, to learn more about Matt, listen to some of his music, and to purchase tickets.  If you prefer, you may also purchase tickets at the St. John’s parish office, by calling 952-474-8868.  Advance tickets:  VIP (limited)/$22, Adult (over 18)/$15, students (18 & under)/$10. 

Matt Maher In Concert at St. John the Baptist!   In Excelsior (680 Mill Street, Excelsior, MN) on Thursday, August 26th, at 7PM!  This is a reserved seating concert and seats are limited, so get your tickets NOW before they sell out—go to our website, www.stjohns-excelsior.org, to learn more about Matt, listen to some of his music, and to purchase tickets.  If you prefer, you may also purchase tickets at the St. John’s parish office, by calling 952-474-8868.  Advance tickets:  VIP (limited)/$22, Adult (over 18)/$15, students (18 & under)/$10. 

Go on a 1-day Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in La Crosse, WI on Monday, August 30!  The coach bus will leave Ascension at 8:00 AM, and St. Bernard’s at 8:20 AM and return about 8:00 PM.  Cost is $45-$55 (depending on the number going) and includes a hot lunch.  All ages are welcome. The Shrine is handicapped accessible.     For more information or to reserve your seat call:  Theresa Erpenbach (467-3278) or Helen Nicklaus (466-2000).

The Permanent Deacon:  A Vocation to Be an Icon of Christ the Servant

The Archdiocesan permanent deacon formation program will begin the discernment and application process this fall for admission to Aspirancy (novitiate) in fall 2011.  Men married or single and at least 30 years old can begin now by:  1) applying to the prerequisite Archbishop Harry J. Flynn Catechetical Institute that begins on Monday evening, September 13 (go to the St. Paul Seminary webpage at http://www.stthomas.edu/spssod/ for an application or call 651-962-6890), and 2) attending our “Diaconate Inquiry Course” on Tuesday evenings Oct. 26, Nov. 2, Nov. 9 and Saturday morning Nov. 20 at the St. Paul Seminary.  This course will introduce men (and their wives) to the vocation, spirituality, and role of the permanent deacon in the Archdiocese and will explain the discernment, application, and formation process.  Those who cannot attend this fall may attend one of the courses offered next winter or spring.  For more information on the Diaconate Inquiry Course, contact Deacon Russ Shupe at (651) 291-4428 or email: shuper@archspm.org.   Even if you cannot apply for diaconate formation now, you may still attend the Diaconate Inquiry Course to learn more about this unique vocation in the Church.
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